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One of the most alarming and controversial doctrines of 
Christendom is their doctrine of Hellfire; which teaches 
that when wicked men die, their disembodied souls will be 
tormented in fiery hell forever and ever into all eternity. 
The Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church says the 
following, 


“The teaching of the Church affirms the 
existence of hell and _ its eternity. 
Immediately after death the souls of those 
who die in a state of mortal sin descend into 
hell, where they suffer the punishments of 
hell, "eternal fire." The chief punishment of 
hell is eternal separation from God, in whom 
alone man can possess the life and happiness 
for which he was created and for which he 
longs.” 


* The Catechism of the Catholic Church: Revised in 
Accordance With the Official Latin Text Promulgated by 
Pope John Paul II. (United States: Doubleday, Random 
House Inc., 1995.), par. 1035. 
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The mainstream Churches regard this doctrine as essential, 
and a matter of tradition, but we must keep in mind that the 
Bible is the final authority of whether a tradition is true.” 
For many, it is difficult to have beliefs and traditions 
challenged, some may have a very strong emotional 
reaction to this, but personal feelings should not dictate our 
theology, because “the heart is deceitful above all things, 
and it is exceedingly corrupt: who can know it?” (Jere. 
17:9) At the creation of Adam, the Bible says, “And 
Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) Notice that man does not have 
a soul, Man is a soul, Adam became a soul when he was 
given life. In Hebrew soul is nefesh, and in Greek it is 
psykhe. In the Bible there is no such thing as a disembodied 
soul. Instead, soul generally refers to a living thing or to 
life itself, but it never refers to a disembodied 
consciousness. The Bible even refers to human corpses as 
“dead souls,” Lev. 22:4 commands that the sons of Aaron 
must not touch a "dead soul," referring, of course, to a dead 
body. (Compare Lev. 19:28; Num. 5:2) Regarding the great 
flood, Peter says that “eight souls” were saved on the Ark, 


* There is no higher authority than the word of God. (Heb. 
6:13; 2Thess. 2:13) The Lord Jesus himself used the Bible 
to refute erroneous human traditions of the Jews in Mark 
7:6-13. (compare Col. 2:8) 

+ Unless otherwise indicated all scripture quotations are 
from the American Standard Version. 
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and this means eight human persons. (1Pet. 3:20) 
Therefore, in the Bible the word "soul" often refers to a 
living thing or to a body, whether dead or alive. The source 
of Christendom’s belief in disembodied conscious souls 
comes from Greek Philosophy and not from the Bible. 
Human beings do not have immortal souls, Ezek. 18:4 says, 
“all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul 
of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.”” And 
again Acts 3:23 says “And it shall be, that every soul that 
shall not hearken to that prophet, shall be utterly destroyed 
from among the people.” Notice that in both of these 
passages the soul is not immortal and it is not disembodied. 


The Spirit is a different thing entirely from the soul. Paul 
distinguished clearly between “soul” and “spirit,” at 1 
Thess. 5:23 he says, “may your spirit and soul and body be 
preserved entire, without blame at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This same distinction is made elsewhere, for 
examples see Phil. 1:27 and Heb. 4:12. The spirit refers to 
the life force or animating principle of a living thing. Recall 
that God first created Adam’s body from the dust, and then 
after putting spirit into his body, Adam became a soul.” For 
this reason when Stephen was being stoned to death he 
cried out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” (Acts 7:59) 
Stephen did not say ‘receive my soul,’ but rather “receive 
my spirit.” The spirit refers to the life force, or the 


* Gen. 2:7; cf. Ecc. 12:7. 
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animating principle of a living soul.” At death, a man’s 
spirit leaves his body, and he is no longer conscious, David 
wrote, “His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; In that 
very day his thoughts perish.’ (Psa. 146:4) This is why the 
Bible often likens death to sleep, “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead, and the Christ will shine upon you.” 
(Eph. 5:14) “Consider and answer me, O Jehovah my God: 
Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death.” (Psa. 
13:3) 


In English New Testament translations there are two words 
which are commonly translated as “hell,” and there is a 
great difference between these two words: the first word is 
Hades (Gdn¢) and this Greek term signifies generally the 
grave or the state of the Dead, and for this reason the Bible 
teaches that Christ went to Hades when he died, Peter 
preached, “neither was he left unto Hades, nor did his flesh 
see corruption.” (Acts 2:30, 31) If Hades is a place of 
torment, then we must believe that Jesus Christ was 
torment by the Father for three days in Hades. Surely that is 
a blasphemous and wicked suggestion. Here Peter made a 
quotation from Psalm 16:10, and by comparing the two 
passages we can see that the Hebrew equivalent of Hades is 


* Tt can also refer to breath or wind, angelic or demonic 
spirits, a state of mind, disposition, part of the human 
personality, and the Spirit of God. 

+ Compare the translation of Psa. 146:4 found in the 
Septuagint version. 
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Sheol, these terms are synonymous. Both Hades and Sheol 
refer to the unconscious state of the dead, not to a place of 
torment. Those who are in Hades are not conscious, they 
are said to be in a sleeplike state, “The dead praise not 
Jehovah, Neither any that go down into silence.” (Psa. 
115:17) “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom, in Sheol, whither thou goest.” (Ecc. 9:10) 


The second word commonly translated Hell is “Gehenna 
(yéevvav),” and it has an entirely different meaning. 
Gehenna refers to the Valley of Hinnom which was a valley 
outside the city of Jerusalem where fire and sulfur was kept 
burning day and night to dispose of trash. (2Kings 23:10) 
It was also a place where the corpses of those who were not 
fit for burial were left to rot. Whatever the fire did not 
consume, the maggots would devour. This is described in 
the Bible, “And they shall go forth, and look upon the dead 
bodies of the men that have transgressed against me: for 
their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be 
quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.” 
(Isa. 66:24) Gehenna is not a place where disembodied 
souls are tormented, this was a place where corpses are 
thrown away, that is why this verse mentions of worms, 
unquenchable fire and rotting flesh. Jesus Christ often used 
Gehenna as a symbol for eternal destruction, “And be not 
afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul 
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and body in hell.” (Matt. 10:28) Those thrown into 
Gehenna suffer absolute destruction, not only does it 
destroy the body of the wicked, but also his soul, his entire 
being is completely destroyed. This passage says nothing of 
disembodied or immortal souls which survive the death of 
the body. 


The parable of the Rich man and Lazarus is often cited to 
support the concept that disembodied souls suffer eternal 
torment after death but this parable teaches nothing of the 
sort. Every parable is an illustration which teaches by 
means of analogy, the stories themselves are not literally 
true. For example, the Parable of the Sower was not about 
any literal sower and his fields of wheat. Jesus Christ 
explained to his disciples that the Sower symbolized the 
Son of man; the field symbolized the world; the good seed 
symbolized the sons of the kingdom; the weeds symbolized 
the sons of the Devil; the enemy symbolized the Devil; and 
the harvest symbolized the end of the world.” Nothing in 
this parable was literal, every aspect was symbolic and had 
a greater meaning. Equivalently, the story of the Rich man 
and Lazarus is a parable and is not meant to be understood 
literally. If the story of the Rich man and Lazarus were a 
statement of facts, then all the facts must be taken literally, 
conversely if it is a parable, then the story is entirely 
fictitious and symbolizes something greater. This parable 
begins in Lk. 16:19, and says, 


* Matt. 13:37-43. 
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“Now there was a certain rich man, and he 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, faring 
sumptuously every day: and a certain beggar 
named Lazarus was laid at his gate, full of 
sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
that fell from the rich man's table; yea, even 
the dogs came and licked his sores. And it 
came to pass, that the beggar died, and that 
he was carried away by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom: and the rich man also 
died, and was buried. And in Hades he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this 
flame.” (Lk. 16:19-24) 


Firstly, let us consider it from a literal standpoint. The Rich 
man is not depicted as a disembodied soul, this is clear 
from Lk. 16:24 where he asks for water to cool his tongue. 
Surely, disembodied souls do not drink water nor do they 
have tongues. The rich man is depicted an embodied man 
suffering slowly, who begs Abraham for water to cool his 
tongue. Notice that in Lk. 16:21 it says that Lazarus was 
carried by angels to Abraham’s bosom, it does not say that 
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the disembodied soul of Lazarus was carried to Abraham; 
but that Lazarus himself was carried to Abraham; also he is 
said to be reclining in the bosom of Abraham. This was the 
traditional posture taken when eating a meal in the ancient 
world. This same language is used in John 13:23 with 
regard to the apostle John reclining in the Bosom of Christ 
during the Passover feast.” Therefore, on a_ literal 
understanding of this passage, both the Rich man and 
Lazarus are embodied beings, they are not disembodied 
souls and therefore this passage ought not to be used to 
support the Catholic doctrine of Hell. Furthermore, this 
would lead us to believe that a single drop of water on the 
tongue could extinguish the agony of the rich man. I ask the 
Roman Catholics to consider the following, could a single 
drop of water on the tongue extinguish the flames of Hell? 
And are we to say that when righteous men die, their souls 
are carried by angels and placed upon the bosom of 
Abraham? How very absurd it is to try and understand this 
parable literally. 


Furthermore, this parable could not be an account of 
salvation and damnation. It is only said that the rich man 
wore purple linen and had plenty to eat. Were any of those 
things necessarily bad? Of course not. There is not a word 


* Being carried by angels denotes salvation from death, and 
is used in Psa. 91:11, 12 in this very way, therefore in Lk. 
16:21 it is possibly even a reference to the resurrection of 
Lazarus. 
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said about the Rich man being immoral or a blasphemer of 
God, or anything else. It merely says that he was rich and 
ate well. Does being rich and eating well merit eternal 
damnation? What about David and Josiah and other rich 
Kings of Israel who died in God’s favor? Certainly, they 
are saved men. And what about poor Lazarus? It is only 
said that Lazarus was a poor man, that he was full of sores, 
and that he lay at the rich man's gate. Was there anything 
especially good or righteous about any of that? Not 
especially. Are these the terms on which you hope to go to 
heaven; that you do not wear any fine linen and never wear 
purple? That you never have plenty to eat and that dogs lick 
your sores? Are these the terms upon which you hope to get 
to saved? Certainly not. Therefore, the parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus is not literal, nor is it an account of 
salvation and damnation. What, then, is the meaning of this 
passage? 


The interpretation is this: the Rich Man symbolizes the 
Jewish clergy, who enjoy the blessings of the Covenant, 
symbolized by purple robes and fine food. The poor man, 
Lazarus, symbolizes the Gentiles and downtrodden sheep 
of Israel who hunger for spiritual things but are not fed by 
the Jewish clergy. But their positions will soon be reversed, 
the New Covenant will allow Gentiles and Pious Jews to 
become part of the anointed Body of Christ, which is the 
true seed of Abraham. This is symbolized by Lazarus 
reclining in the bosom of Abraham -— this signifies that they 
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have become the true sons of Abraham. However, the 
Jewish clergy will be rejected because “they are not all 
Israel, that are of Israel... it is not the children of the flesh 
that are children of God; but the children of the promise are 
reckoned for a seed.” (Rom. 9:6-10) Their rejection is 
symbolized by the rich man suffering torments, because the 
Jewish clergy suffered many torments as a result of this 
New Covenant. To this very day the temple in Jerusalem 
has not been rebuilt, and the Ark of the Covenant remains 
hidden from the Jews. The Sinai Covenant has been 
abolished along with all of the special privileges the Jews 
once possessed, the covenants, the glory, the priesthood, 
and the Kingdom have all been taken from them and given 
to a nation producing its fruits. (Matt. 21:43) This 
interpretation of the parable makes perfect logical sense, 
and it fits with the context of the passage. Just before this 
parable our Lord was debating with the Jewish clergy, who 
were opposing his efforts to educate the common people 
about his heavenly Kingdom. This parable, like many of his 
others was prophetic and symbolized future events which 
were soon to take place. 


Now, the apostle Paul informs us that “the wages of sin is 
death,” he does not say, nor does he mean that the wages of 
sin is eternal torment. (Rom. 6:23) He further stated that 
“he who dies is acquitted of his sin,” so it is not possible to 
punish a man for his sins any further after he has died. 
Upon his death, he has been acquitted of his sin. (Rom. 6:7) 
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The only exception to this rule, is those who have 
blasphemed the spirit will never be acquitted of sin, 
“whosoever shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit hath 
never forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” (Mk. 
3:29) Those who are guilty of this eternal sin are said to 
suffer an eternal punishment, “they shall go away into 
eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal life.” 
(Matt. 25:46) Consider, the contrast in this verse, the 
righteous have eternal life, but the wicked have eternal 
punishment. There would be no contrast between these two 
statements if the wicked also lived forever, because the 
reward is to have eternal life. If both parties lived eternally, 
the passage ought to say that the wicked have an unpleasant 
eternal life while the righteous have a joyful eternal life. 
But what exactly is this “eternal punishment” that will 
befall the wicked? The apostle Paul wrote, “who shall 
suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of 
the Lord and from the glory of his might.” (2Thess. 1:9) 
Their punishment is said to be “eternal destruction,” not 
eternal torment. Many other scriptures teach the same 
doctrine, “For, behold, the day cometh, it burneth as a 
furnace; and all the proud, and all that work wickedness, 
shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith Jehovah of hosts, that it shall leave them neither 
root nor branch.” (Malachi 4:1) The wicked are completely 
destroyed like weeds burned up in a furnace, “it will leave 
them neither root nor branch.” When weeds are thrown into 
a fiery furnace they are consumed by flames and destroyed 
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completely; they do not continue to exist eternally. 
“Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the 
dew that passeth early away, as the chaff that is driven with 
the whirlwind out of the threshing-floor, and as the smoke 
out of the chimney.” (Hos. 13:3) The language here clearly 
communicates a cessation of existence for the wicked, they 
will disappear just like morning mist, like dew, like smoke 
which escapes from a chimney, and like chaff blown in the 
wind. “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” (1 John 
2:17) The contrast here is between existence and 
nonexistence. The wicked world of mankind will pass away 
and cease to exist, but the pious will have the prize of 
living forever. The Bible teaches that immortality is a gift 
from God, given to those in his heavenly kingdom, 
immortality is not inherent possession of every man, 
therefore, it is ridiculous to imagine that every human being 
has an immortal soul which survives the death of the body. 
Those the First Resurrection “put on incorruption” and 
“immortality” as a reward for their faithfulness unto death. 
(1Cor. 15:53; Rom. 2:6, 7) Immortality and eternal life are 
gifts that God gives to the righteous, they are not 
possessions of the wicked. 


Many erroneously cite the book of Revelation (the 
Apocalypse) for evidence of the hellfire doctrine, but it 
must be recognized that the book of Revelation is written in 
sign or symbolic language. It is a record of sixteen 
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prophetic visions, which foretell events which take place 
during the “Lord’s Day.” (Rev. 1:10) Each vision has its 
own explanation, and everything represents a_ historical 
event. This is commonly called the Historicist 
interpretation of the book of Revelation, and it is accepted 
by nearly every conservative Biblical scholar. The primary 
text from this book commonly cited to support hellfire is 
Rev. 14:9-11, wherein the apostle John sees divine 
judgment executed upon the wild beast and upon all who 
have its mark, it says, 


“And another angel, a third, followed them, 
saying with a great voice, If any man 
worshippeth the beast and his image, and 
receiveth a mark on his forehead, or upon 
his hand, he also shall drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God, which is_ prepared 
unmixed in the cup of his anger; and he shall 
be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the 
presence of the Lamb: and the smoke of 
their torment goeth up for ever and ever; and 
they have no rest day and night, they that 
worship the beast and his image, and whoso 
receiveth the mark of his name." (Rev. 14:9- 
11) 
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Nothing described here is literal, there is no wild beast, no 
literal mark upon the hands, no large cup of wine poured 
down from heaven upon the earth, or any torment in a pit of 
fire and sulfur — these are all symbols. Rev. 17:9, 10, 12 
explain that the seven heads of the wild beast symbolize 
seven kings, and the ten horns symbolize ten kings who 
have not yet received a kingdom. Therefore the beast is a 
coalition of nations which are opposed to Jehovah God. 


The mark of the beast refers to the sinful lifestyle of those 
who serve the beast, it does not mean any literal mark upon 
their hand or forehead. This is manifestly true because the 
opposite symbol is used in Rev. 14:1 and in Isa. 44:5 where 
the righteous are given a mark of God upon their foreheads. 
The Mark of God is not a literal mark upon the forehead of 
the righteous, it refers to their lifestyle of righteousness 
which marks them as the special property of Jehovah God. 
Equivalently, the Mark of the Beast means the sinful 
lifestyle of those who give their allegiance and loyalty to 
the Wild Beast. 


The wine of God’s wrath is not a literal cup of wine, it is a 
common symbol in the Bible for the judgments of God, and 
it represents the total annihilation. Speaking of the 
destruction of Edom, Jehovah God said, “For as ye have 
drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the nations drink 
continually; yea, they shall drink, and swallow down, and 
shall be as though they had not been.” (Obadiah 16) The 
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nations who drink from the cup of wrath cease to exist, 
Edom was destroyed as a nation. It was a though it had 
never existed, as though they had not been. 


And finally, there is no torment in a lake of fire and sulfur. 
The book of Revelation repeatedly tells us that the lake of 
fire symbolizes the second death. Rev. 20:14 says, “the lake 
of fire. This is the second death,” and Rev 21:8 repeats the 
same thought and says, “the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.” The lake of fire does 
not refer to a place of eternal torment for disembodied 
souls, it is a symbol of the second death. The smoke of their 
torment which rises forever and ever represents everlasting 
remembrance of destruction. This same symbol language 
was used to describe the destruction of Edom, Isa. 34:10 
says, “It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke 
thereof shall go up for ever; from generation to generation 
it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and 
ever.” Surely, the city of Edom is not still on fire today, and 
smoke is not still rising from it. Unquenchable fire is a 
symbol of permanent destruction, and smoke which rises 
forever is a symbol of everlasting remembrance of 
destruction — neither symbol has anything to do with the 
Catholic doctrine of Hellfire. Jude 7 it says that Sodom and 
Gomorrah were punished with “eternal fire,” recall that 
God sent fire and sulfur from heaven to consume these 
cities. This fire is called “eternal fire,” yet the cities of 
Sodom are not still on fire today, are they? This language 
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describes the eternal and irreversible destruction of these 
wicked cities. 


In conclusion, we have seen that man does not have an 
immortal soul. When Adam was created, he became a soul, 
and the soul can die. Ezek. 18:4 says that ‘the soul that 
sinneth shall die.” Those who teach that the dead are not 
really dead, but go to some other place, are repeating the 
same Lie that Satan told Eve in the beginning. Satan the 
Devil told Eve that if she ate from the tree of the 
Knowledge of good and Bad she would not really die, he 
said, “ye shall not surely die.” (Gen. 3:4) The Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy is this same lie when they tell sinners 
that they will actually live forever in Hell and will not 
really die. The dead are not conscious, Psalm 13:3 says that 
they “sleep the sleep of death” and await the resurrection at 
the last day. Gehenna, commonly translated as “hell,” 
symbolizes the complete destruction of the wicked, Matt. 
10:28 says that God will destroy both the body and the soul 
of the wicked in Gehenna. The plain passages of Scripture 
teach this that the soul is mortal and that the wicked are 
destroyed not eternally tormented. In response, the 
Catholics have only misinterpretations of parables and 
visions to support their dark age doctrine of divine cruelty. 
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